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Inclusive education in Germany

o since 2009  the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons

with Disabilities is legally binding 

o Article 24 declares the right to inclusive education and demands the

attendance of regular schools for disabled children

o more than 485.000 children have special educational needs (figures from

2009/2010, in Germany)

o about 80 percent of all children with special educational needs are taught

in special schools, only about 20 percent attend a regular school (large

differences among the federal states)

o special educational schools often prove as a one way street for the further

development of children – almost three quarters of all students at special

schools do not achieve a secondary modern school qualification



Inclusive education in Germany

Early Childhood Care and Education

o children should be supported in an integrative manner

 children with and without disabilities are to be taken care of and

supported together

BUT

o the situation is quite unbalanced in Germany

o in Saxony-Anhalt  all children with special educational needs attend

inclusive day care facilities

o in Berlin, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Schleswig-Holstein  less than 10

percent of children with special needs are taken care of in special day care

facilities

o in Baden-Wuerttemberg, Bavaria, Lower Saxony and Saxony  more than

50 percent of all children with special education needs attend special facilities



Inclusive education in Germany



Example – Jenny
• basis:

o ca. 2009 joint decision-making power for parents according to the school 

o at  first decisions as individual cases 

o 1 collegue of a school for special education was responsible for a large

area

o ca. 2011: first draft for the school law

• Jenny

o 3 years in the differentiated enrolement of elementary school

o diagnostic in elementary school   learning disability 

o 2 lessons supported by an external teacher for special education a week

(on the basis of an individual educational plan)

o comment on the report ->  differentiated taught, individual graded



Jenny

• from class 5  Secondary school Zielitz (in the common teaching)

• class 5/6: supported in 2 lessons + 1 extra lesson (1 additional supported

lesson because of a physically handicapped student in class)

• in further classes: support in ca. 2 lessons + 1 extra lesson + close

collaboration with the teacher for special education 

• to be effective -> the working relationship between the specialist subject

teachers and the special education teacher has to grow

• individual decisions:

o always discussed with parents

o conversation about the individual educational plan every year









Jenny

• from class 7 -> reduction of the support

o some more subjects without differentiated teaching and individual grading

• goal -> cancellation of the special educational needs in class 8 or 9 

+ teach student on the level of the secondary school    

• Jenny  cancellation of the special educational needs in class 9 

 repetition of class 9 on the level of the secondary school 

 hopefully secondary school qualifications after this school year

• school for learning difficulties -> no school-leaving qualification after class 9

o possibility to go to a secondary school (repetition of class 9) 

• no school-leaving qualification (with and without status of a special educational

need ) -> BVJ (associated to the vocational school) -> secondary school

qualifications possible



The development

• the common teaching regulated itself by attempts  

o at first: special education teacher for each speciality -> much confusion,

little team work

o each school writes its own differentiated curricula

• advance in the development:

o previous, schools had to look for special education teachers by itself

o at first, each school has prepared its own teaching materials

o today, there are some differentiated materials to the books









Thank you for your attention 
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